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| foregoe bis freedome, but together with bis life. For 
| what other thing 15 life it (cite, but a molt fettred 


- condition of humane being , and aficr a manner 


void of vie, or motion, when it onely hangs vpon 
a tyrants will? In ſuch a cale, the choiſc of dy ng 
free vpon defenſe, is ſweeter cha to remaine in lite 
a ſlaue, Hence came her armes, and hopes : which 
propounded to themlelues the making of ſuch an 
example,as ſhould for cuer ſecure theiland trom in- 
uaſion, and encourage the reſt of the world to fol- 
low. Mot lotrie propoſitions, and which failing, 

it muſt necdes be neuerthelelle confeſt that ſhe went 
vpon higheſt darings, On the other ſide, no ation 
can euer a'taine true renovyne, whercunto reaſon 
is forein. For nothing is ſo peculiar to barbaroul- 
neſleas to be ouer-indulgent to palſions. And to bee 
ſo deceiued with the name, or ſound of freedome, 
the ordinar:e miſcrie of the common fort) as bur 
meerely to proue inſirumentall to particular ends, 
or reenges, and nor to obtaine rehiefe , is ht tor 
none cfthe wiſe. Then,then ſhould the Iewes haue 
concurred with one conſent to defend their liber- 
ties by manhood,when Powe firſt allailed them, 

So di! putes king A 6 RIPPA. The BkiTANNS 
in like {ort ſhould haue done their vtmolt to keepe 
offthcRoMANSs, and to empeach their ſcrlings. 
For, vntill then, that was uit reſiſtance, which {ee- 
med afterwards plaine rebellion! The ſame noble 
prince (a creature, contelle, and client of the C =- 
SARS) could finde no hope of remedy for his 
wronged countreymen by the {wword, no nor by 
complaining of their oppretſour while hee vas a- 

mong them with power., His counlcll therefore 
was, to expe@ his remoue vpon courſe, and then 
to accuſe him, The admiſſion, and adminittration 
of 
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of which niott ſound aduile would have prelerued 
their citie and rewmple entire, whereas the refu{all (a 
manteſt OPCration of the curle of God vpon them 
for rhe deach of his onely ſonne, our Sauiour ). de- 
{troid ther both. B o 4 D1 Cc 1 a had nocourſe (o ſe- 
cure asthar,iteirher (he her ſelte meanrtto ſuruijuc,or 
would not caſt her countrey into an abſolute capri- 
uitie, while the went about to eaſe it of a parrtaall, 
For, \vith two or three hundred thouſand bodies of 
men, and they of them who were armed, and trai- 
ned, being neither for dilcipline, art, or weapons, 
comparable to the victorious R o M AN 5; to dehie, 
and allaile the whole empire, was a plaine effe&t of 
4 womanith furie. AG y Þ T alone, hauing at once 
within 1t vnder N t ro, ſeauen millions of people 
(calily kiiowne by their poll-money) beſides the in- 
habitanrs of the goodly citicof ALEXANDRIA 
(which gathered tenne miles in compalle) was ne- 
uertheleilc youked downe with onely two R o- 
MAN legions. Yea, the three hundred and fifteene 
ſcucrall nations of GALL S( next neighbours tO OUr 
land) vnder this very emperour were all kepr in 0- 
bedience, with poore! twelue bundred loldiers ; being 
almoſt fewer men, then they themlelues had cities. 
Therefore it was not a vwork of number, for Boa- 
DICIA todeliuertheBRiITANNsS, fromNExRo, 
that ſhe might ſubdue them to her lelfe ( for that 
was the end; bnt of verrue, skill and felicirie, Her 
ſtout ſtomacke diſdained, or deſpaired to ſeeke re- 


| drefle; which if SvETONIvVs PavLLINvVs 


| would not haue afforded, his next ſucceſſors might. 


To conclude: had that ladie extended her wrath to 
none but to the nocent, and reſted then vpon her 
guard, till N & « 0 ( vwvho manifeſtly fauoured the 


quictofBriTAl x) had beene aduertiſed of the 
cauſes 
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cauſes of her armes, that very middlc courſe it {elle 
(though middle courles are eaermore milliked by 
the violent) was not without hope,nor reaſon. | or 
whenthe FrisIans in GERMANIE rarnne to 
cheir ſwords, for reſiſting the rapines, and crucltics 
of OLENNIvs (luch another vwwretch among 
them, as Carvs DEcianys was here) with- 
out exceeding the right of a naturall deſen{c, 'I'1- 
BERIVS CAxSA R ſtirred not againſt them ar all, 
but ſilently permitted them to enioy their ovvne [a- 
tisfation, as if in ſecret fauour of juſtice, - 42S a 
ſharpe leflon of modeſtie to others; though 1] as 
C1TVsallignes another abſtruſer ”" Nero 
very likely ro haue embraced ſuch an example; it 
but for his ovvne more lciſureto ſimg and play.B 0 a- 
D1c 14 went vpon higher ſtraines,reſoluing cicher 
tor death,or domination, The people in the meanec 
time, doc howſoeuer euery-where {mart for the tol- 
lie of their princes, and their ovvne. Accordingly, 
they ſupport her quarrell, without being tirſt {ure 
how themſclucs ſhould aftervvards ſtand bercer, 
vwvhen the To A Ns were offand it was molt ccr- 
raine, thar vpontheir milcarrying ,they mult all of 
them ly e atthevitors mercie, 4; 0 much as 
the right of an vnattainted ſubiett, the priuicge 
to complaine , whatſocuer they ſuffer more ex- 
treame, The caſeot herI c t£ N 1 worthily harder 
then ordinarie, becauſe they had fornicrly taken 
armes againſt OsToRIvVs SCAPYLA vndcr 
CLavp1vs,afrerthat frſtthey had voluntarily 
entred into the league,and amitic of the R 011 4 x s. 
Ler me ſpeake out cleare, as by way of coun{c!! tor 
che beſt, and in a common caule. Without ſome ve- 
ry ſpeciall feelings, or ends of their ovvne, few or 
none of the mightie lead onward to the remoue of 
an 
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an euill for common reliefe. Therefore, after B o O A* 
DICIA was once enraged, other cauſes were dilj- 
gently ſought, ro drawe andencreaſea ſide ;for ena« 
bling her particular revenge: Thenames of liber. 
tie, and reformation are the v{uall mal kes of faci- 
on; and libercie it ſelfe, after a ſhort while is rarely 
any-wh ere lefle then vnder the new lords rule. 
Things, fit for all times, andnations to conſider, 
leſt roo larethey inde true; The pniuſteſt peace is to 
bee preferred vefore the inſtel warr. BOADICIA 
notwithſtanding, lives a name of glory among the 
feweſt, tor the great nobilicie of her pretenſes, and 
the molt roial qualitie of her vndertakings, ſuch as 
neuer anF lady waged higher, 
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CHAP, XXVI. 


One Or THe PrRETORS IN RoMmE 
GvilTY Ot An Heynous Libell AGainsST 
NERO. Fres Tovcnuts VPON 
THAT OccaslonN,.CONCERNING 
Libells,ANnD T x E 1K Authors. 


Ther ſicknefles of the time brought forth a 
caleat R o M x,the next yeare after the trou- 
bles in Byk 1T 4 1 N, which for that ithath 
moſt neare atfinitie with the ranck, and odious li- 
cenciouſnetſe of ſome in our own age,deleruesin a 
prime degree to be exemplified. ANTIST1v 5 So- 
STAN vs, whotor his birth might haue had better 
manners, and for his place ought (as being a magi- 
ſtrate ot honour, and a {enatour) compoled in his 


owne houlea railing inueQiue againſtNER o0,and 
Cc divulged 
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divulged it in anothers, For at a famous ſupper with 
OsToORIVS SCAPYLaA (the generous lonne of 
thatgreat OSTORIVS SCAPYLA, Whodcdin 
BRITAIN) the intemperate gallant, among, his 
bits, and cups, did openly read the defamatoric 
verſes, Buc the auditorie was not ſtaunch eno:1gh : 
for the fame ſoaking through, arriued ſoone ar Cx- 
SARS cares, The ſenate was hereupon acquainted 
with the man and martrer, as the proper auengers 
of their prin:es iniurie. This ANT1ST1vs( take 
him as he was in himſelfe had nothing of a d.ſcre<t 
or honeſt man; which fully qualified him for the 
writing of hbels. lr is worth the labour to {canne 
him all over. Hee was therefore in his farſt times, a 
ta&ious friend of immodeſt,and idle quarrels;cucn 
lo farre forthas to engage his magiſtracies power 
for their maintenance. For whereas ViBvLL1vs, 
a graueand honourable officer of ſtare, in the {c- 
condConsvisof NERO, by vertue of his 
pretorſhip , had caſt certaine perſons into priſon, 
tor ſeditious partakings about common playcrs;the 
matter oftentimes of much offence) A N 
TISTILY Sattempted to freethem by authoritic of 
his countermand, as he was atribune of the people 
ofRome. FutV1svrLLivs carried the caulc, 
and the other the blame,by the voice of: he Senate. 
Afterwards, when himſelfe cameto be a pretor,and 
encreaſe of dign-tie ſhould have encreaſed his graui- 
tic, he deſpiſing his proper happinetle, and ſtation, 
and madlie ſuppuling that ne-ther any argument, 
time, nor perſon was exempted from the licence of 
his wit (a phrenſie of talſeglory , vndid himſelfe, 
and endangered others. A moſt headlung mcdler, 
apt for miſc hiefe, and of an inivrioi.s ſpirit. For the 
Prince (though beingN E & o's {clte) vas neicher 
at 
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at the worſt, nor had in particular giuen him any 
cauſe of ſpleene; andC=$Ars reformation could 
not any way belong io him, who was himſe!fe ſo 
farre out of all good order, They who are cleare 
ought to be {pare in reprouals; bur the foule ſhould 
euermore be {ilent. The ſentence ( that I meane 
which was executed vpon him for this ta& ) 
tooke his Lonour eſtate, and liberty away. And of this 
milder doome, Px Tvs THRASE A (thewonder 
of his time for morall l:fe) was the leading author, 
For others would hauz allo had him put to death after 
the moſt ſmarting and iznominious manner. But whom 
pro{peritie made vnreuerent to her bleſſings, aduer- 
ſity perhaps recouered to ſoundnefle and himſelfe, 
Nothing lefle. For in his baniſhment (that was a 
branch of the cenlure) hee bevvrayed the truth of 
libellours nature ; playing parts (when hee thought 
they would lerue his rurne) moſt abie&, falſe, and 
bale. CoxntLivs Tacirtvs (with a penne 
whi-h prints deeper then the hotteſt ſearing-yrons) 
hath branded them in vpon him foreuer : nor doth 
that pondrous auhor temper himſelfe from calling 
him vile. Among tvwwo-footed beaſts, it is hard to 
ſ1y, whither a delator, ora libellour be worſt. And 
| is not an ordinarie infelicitie to bee in company 
w.actc luch miſ-behauiours happen. OsTor1vs 
S C APV L A therefore (the maiſter of that vnluckie 
feait) willing all hee could to preſerue that ſacred 
obliuion, vnder which faire conuerſation locks vp 
table-talke, gaue in for euidence, that bee heard no- 
thing. And moſt happie had it beene for that mag- 
nanuro.s, and valiant gentleman, if in the voider 
the memorie of thoſe heinous lines had beene al- 
ſo corapped-vp. For the libellour ſhould chen 
haue afterwards miſt the meanes to ruine him, and 

Cc 2 others; 
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| others;by counterfeit friend{hip, trechero15 intcr- 


ception of doubtfull ſecrers , milchieuous pilteric of 
papers, and their poiinous enforcements, O! all 
whichas ANT1ST1vS was moſt guiltie, ſo it did 
conſummate his ſhame. Forto the reſt of his bad 
qualities it added the fouleſt, and the ſumme of all, 
that hee vas inzratefull. Thus much for the perion 
of ANT1ST1 Vs, in whom wee vndoubtedly be- 
hold the image of his fellow-libellours, or priuic 
true ſpeakers of {candalous things againſt maicſtie, 
with trealonable ends; and nor in lorrovy for the 
publicke, oras a friend of yertue, The office of a {o- 
ueraigne 15 ſacred, his perlon tor his offices ſake:and 
though his vices bee not more exempted from ha- 
tred then from view, yer euen the worſt would haue 
them ludden . This accordingly was the endcuour 
and deſire of NeRo,vvho when he was afterwards 
moſt infamous,61d hopenotwithſtanding,that what 
hee did ſhametull in the night, the darkenetle of 
night,in fauour of the proper workes of it ſelf, would 
tully couer . Therefore,vwhen hee found by the co- 
dicils of PETRONIVS, that his laſciuious {ecrets, 
( which hee till then did ſuppole lay hidden) were 
deteQted;S © $1 A was baniſhrt,as the pipe by which 
they were conveigh'd from Cxsars chamber thi- 
ther. Nor could it but add to the crime of A x T 1 s- 
TI vs, that the ſeuere PxTvs THRaAst a ſpake 
very much honour of N E R ©, before he deliuered 
his opinion in abatement of the hbellours puniſh- 
ment, and ſtiled N x & o a rieht worthy Prince; for 
all this while was S Ext c a abou: him, It is 200d 
tor the world,that there ſhould be {ome ſharpe de- 


| clamers againſt vices in abſtra&,or in gencrall. The 


defamatorie noting of perſons is not to bee permit- 
ted, but onely to the magittrate , Take mutuall re- 
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uerence avvay; and you lift theworld from off the 
hindges. And it was no nevv prouiſion which the 
emperours VALENTINIANzandV ALENS or- 
dained, but the interpretation of an old, when they 
{12nified by their reſcript, that nor onely to compoſe, 
and diypulge a defamatorie libell, againſt any honeſt ſub- 
ect of the empire, but meerely to publiſh the contents, 
though they deſtroyd the originall, was by them declared 
felonie. And truely, it honour bee worthily more 
pretious then life (the rouch whereof,whether true, 
or falſe, is the common groundof bloudie 4uells)can 
there any thing be thought more vaiuſt, then that 
a (candalous rongue, or ſtyle,ſhould pafſe with ap- 
plauſe againſt whomſoeuer, not firſt condemned 
by law ? the ſame emperours notwithſtanding 
m2.e ut free, by their explanation;forany one who 
did {ub{cribe his name, and atthe perill of * is head 
(for that was the penaltie) ſtood to maintaine what 
hisrongue and hand had publiſher, ſhould both bee 
ſecure, and re: ciue,vwith thancks,reward. If there- 
fore the honour of ſubieAs was ſo tender,vvhat va- 
luc can be afletled vpon that of ſoueraigne princes5 
Verthe Chriſtian moderation of the noble empe- 


' rours, THEODOSIVs, ARCADIVS, and H 0- 


NORIVS, is the example of ourfſacred Sov E- 
REIGN, Whole iudgements in their owne caſe 
was duwinely high. For thus they ſaid in cfte&t : 
That if any blaſphemed them ( the Apoſtle victh that 
word in matier of maieſtic)being led therepnto Lither 
by leuity, or madneſſe, and not of malice, it was their 
pleaſures that ſuch a delinquent ſhould not ſuffer. Reſer- 
uing alwayes to themſelues the iudgement of the ſpirit. 
ANTISTIVS, among all other his bad delarts, 
moſt iuſtly odious, for that by his vnſeaſonoble 0- 


uer-boylings again{t N x & o,the peſtiferous exten- 
ſions 
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ſions of the law of maieſtie(ſo pernicious formerly 
to all athance in conuerſation,and ſo calamitous ro 
the noble ) began vpon this occaſion to bee raiſed 
out of the grave againe, to the bane of many wor- 
thy Pecres. Anat of higheſt magnanimitie,for a 
Prince to fit far aboue all maledi&ions, vamoued, 
and not ypon euery reuenge lightly to yncollar in- 
dignation . The fault notwithſtanding is not the 
leiſe for being left ynpuniſhed; and D a v 1 Þ forgat 
notSEME1. ANTISTIVS a miſerable man du- 
ring life : for as his wilde wit ouerthreyy him,ſo his 
trecherie ſtood him in little ſted, For hauing excee- 
ded the limits of his baniſhment,andtheSetxnare 
m.ſl;king it, Mvcianvs(in VesPASIANS 
dayes ) to appeaſe their lord(hips, did ſhut him vp 
again within his ile; their angry curle ypon him. 
Such was ANT1STI1VS in his manners, and for- 
tunes. His likes deſerue to haueaN x & o for their 
prince, and not a moſt milde king TAM E 5s, 


CHaP, XX vas 


True WoRTniet CaRRIiact Or Do- 
MITIVS CorBvLo, AGAINST THE 
PARTHIANS, 


FT generall body of the Roman power 
moued euerywhere ſubſtantially ſtrong,nor 

onely in the weſterne world ynder Sy t T 0- 
FIVSPAVLLINVYS, butin a leading eminencie 
vnderCoRBVLO againſt the PARTHIANS 
in the quarellof ARMENIA, the poſleſſion of 
which countrey was alike by buth affe&ed. 


3 NEROS 
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- uere commander, and ſuch as the worke needed) 
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N x & 0's greateſt courage was onely tothinke or | 
ralkeof makinga voiage in perſon tothe C a s Þ 1- | 
AN patlages ( a naturall gate in the crovne of 

mountaines which ſeparate thePARTHI AN, and” 


ARMENIANtEertitories) but CoRBVLo (aſe- 


redeeined the R o M A N name from diſhonour , 
which Sv t T o x 1 vs,the hiſtorian,reportsto haue 
becne much greater then it was; for hee abſolutely 
laith, the legions eſc:ped by forking. The ParTH1- 
ANs had not that aduantage, or vſeditnot, for 'Ta- 
c1TvV 5 athrmes it was onely a fame, and it was no 
more. Tyne oD051v $(out of theperiſhed parts 
of D1o) hath the particular, which though full e- 
nough of diſparagement, did ncuerthelelle nor a- 
mount to ſuch a C a v Þ 1 a Ninfamie. Thus it was. 
Lvcivs Czsenivs PaTvs, ftraightned in 
RHANDA#A, ſought conditions of peace for feare 
of VoLoGEsvVvs (the PARTHIAN king) and 
accepte-! luch as were agreed vpon, thereby to ſaue 
hinielie and ſoldiers. The chiefe points in the com- 
poſition were: that the RoMmaNs ſhould quit 
ARMENIA,andNeERoO ſhould crowne T E R1- 
DATE s(the brother of VoLoG Et s vs) king there- 
of. For performance of which (laith T'n E o Þ 0- 
s 1 v $)oath was giuen. But the valour , wiſedome, | 
and ſingular diligence of CorsvLo repairing 
all by due degrees , brought great VoLoGESVS 
himſelfe to ycelding termes,and his brother T 1 R 1- 
paTES(whom PriNntE notes for maiſterſhip 
in magicke) to adore the Row a n enſignes, and 
depolit his diadem, 
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CHAP. XA .Xx Vas 


NEtrROs Fits Tt ComMmwNGYpoNnTHE 
CoMMON STAGE, 


Heſe ſeruices of his Licutenants gencrall a- 

broad, and in parts ſo oppotitely diſtant as 

caſt, and veſt, and in the ytmoſt bounds of 
the R o wi 4 N enpire,towards both thoſe coalts of 
heauen, gaueNE R © boldnelle to deſpilc all re- 
ports of what hee did vile, or beneath the maieſtic 
of Cxs AR, among his owne at home. It was now 
the tenth yeare of his raigne when firſt hee came 
vpon the open ſtage, northatatR ow E firſt,burat 
N 4 P LE s,meditating a new kinde of triumph,not 
ouer armed enemies, but ouer rimers,players,min- 
ſtrels, and the like, As it, to accompliſh the gloric 
of theRoMAN name, any thing was wanting 
which N t & © could {upplie. His ambition was ſo 
vchement, and ſtrange in this kinde (as for an ho- 
nour which he in his ignorance held to be worthie 
ofthe lord of the world) that his coigns repreſent 
him in the habit of a cythariſt, or (if our word reach 
the fulneſle of the ſen(e) an harper. 
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Till now, all his proofes, and ellay: es of him{elfe 
were onely in his palaces, or gardens , bur, after 
long practiſe,preſuming he might worthily goe out 
maitter, hee aſpired to publicke auditories., "The 
were ſ{tronger means to precipitate the People of 
R o ME into old decrepir age, then all rhe cruelies, 
and rages of the former times, for they properly 
tended! to effeniination, or rather were effteminacies 
ſelte. S. AvGvsT1NE notes, that wholocuer af- 
teas lupertoritic,and loues not glory, goes beyond 
beaſts both in crucltie, and riot; and hee brings for 
lluftration the example of this N z & 0; whoſe man- 
ners ware ſo corrupt, that none(faith that holy Father) 
would ener ſurmizs that any manly matter was to bee 
feared or expetted at his hands, and yet his afts were ſo 
tyrannically ſkerne, that they who knew him not, would 
neuer belceue there was any thing womaniſh in bim. 
In this vaprincely ambition his hingers vere not ſo 
mouecable, and {witt vpon the ſtrings of rhe lyra, as 
the gripe of his depraued power was heauy vpon 
many, whoſe greater parts hee maliced, T his,a- 
mong his priuado' in court, was knowne to bee ſo 
cerraine a \vay of doing miſchiefte, that they ſhot 
therewith euen at SENE c 4 himſelfe when his 
partner in authoritie, AFRANIVSBVRRHYS, 
was nov lately dead, For then they acculed him in 
their ſecret whiſpers, that hee had a difloyall defire 
to excell in eloquence, and poefie; and therefore more 
often addi&ed himſelte to the compoſure of verles, 
after once he found that C x s a & tooke delight in 
them,then at any time cuer before. The vanirie,and 
\veakenelle of all created power in court, not more 
apparent, then miſerable; vwhen the foundations 
thercof are in any the leaſt degree ſubieR to be (apr, 
and eaten through with fo ridiculous, and feeble 
Dd lug- 
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ſuggeſtions, where the prince hath neither fore- 
head, heart,nor braine.N x & o vnwillingly brooke 
any man, who might bee thought to ſtand in the 
lame line of honour for thoſe faculties, or did not 
adoringly admire his;eſteeming itas his not ſpeci- 
all glory, and felicitie, that ſome way or other hee 
could ſecurely deſtroy emulators. His ſealc, where 
cheſe imaginations are not ebſcurely proteſt , 
GVvILLAVME duCHo vyL(counſellour of citate 
ro ſome of the late French kings) did fiiide in anti- 
ent(culprture, and cauſed it to be cur and printed. 
GABRIELSYME ONIallo,anltalian author,tor- 
merly publiſhed the ſame. Out of whole extant 
worke it is der;ued hither into mine. A ftrange in- 
uention for an imperiall ſigner, And my memorie 
fails me, if it benoralſo inthe printed colleQions 
of R o M A N ſeals, imitared out of ſundry rings, as 
they were ſeuerally ſer with cornelians, aggats, 
onycles, and other the cheaper fort of pretious 
{tones, engrauen for the vie of ſignature, 
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| 
The argument of this cacher ( ſo the French call | 
it) is the famous fable of MarsY as, who was | 
Rayed aliue, for preluming to challenge the harpe | 
of APOLLo into a triall, againſt the muſicke of | 
his pipe. What N e & o meant by allumingit, or in 
what cales hee was accuſtomed to ſeale therewith, 
is meerely matter of coniefure, not of certaintic, 
For whether jt vere to tertihe thoſe whio durſt 
| compare,or contend in skill with him;orto juſtifie 
his moſt high veneration of muſicall agons, in re- 
gard they were the peculiar glory of ſo greatadei- 
tieas AP OL Lo, or Whither it were that heearro- 

gantly viurped a reſemblance, or whatſoever, m 
part 15 {uthciently diſcharged in hauing delivered 
not what I may dcuile, but what 1 fiade true. | 
To pleale the meaner ſort of people was the | 

poore chiete point of his policie. For in their afte- 
&ions he repoled his ſatetie, and in their applauſc 
his glory. Therefore, to enterraine all their ſenſes 
with their proper delights, (there being no other | 
way ſo {lure ot winning them)he layes hold of their 
earcs with ſongs and tunes; of their eyes, with pub- 
like gaines, and ſhowes; and finally of the reſidue | 
of the hue, with the moſt voluptuous, and impu- 
dent permiſſions of all ſorts of glutronous and ve- 
nereous exceſſes in publicke. That banquer, or Bac- 
chanal , which Sor HoNiIvs T1GELLINYS 
prouided in the poole of AGRIiÞe a,or (as Dio 
hath the place) in the amphitheater, wherenothing 
was chaſte, nothing ftrugall, nothing honeſt , | 
| 


hath the tame of the maddeſt and moſt wilde of all 
that ever were in his dayes. Laſciuious naked wo- 
men, i:nmeaſurable cheare, wine, words, and no- 
thing barrd, bur abſtinence or- modeſtie, which 
though it wasthe caulc why the meeting ended in 
Daz quarrels | | 
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quarels, blovves and bloud, yet this was freedome 
in cheir eſtimation,beiag indeed nothing clic bur an 
oucrflowy of authoriſed corruptions and vilanics 
But ſome fevy dayes after the feaſt, there ſuccceded 
an a& more prodigious; thecoupling ofN e & © to 
PyYTHAGORAS Dorypborus, as an hu{- 

band. Ca kD ANexcuſeth him vpon thoſe flatte- 
rers, who while they did put him intoa' frolicke 
for the honour of the goddetfe 1 5 15, perſwadecd a 
lacrilege in ſtead of aceremonie, and ſo deceiued 
him.A h&ion,anda toy,butnot amiſle for the {cope 
of CARD ANS Writing, to venta wiltice wonder of 
his owvne deuiſing, asitN Et Ro were a Worthie. 
That moſt inherent fire of luſt, which all religion, 
and all good lawes ſtriueto quench in the hurctull 
heats thereof, by making adulteries, rapes, and vn- 
naturall violations capitall, and ocher licentious in- 
temperance (hamefally criminall,N e R 0 inflames 
andenrageth with example & leaue. Thedeſtroycr 
of health and happineſle, nor in any thing ſo mil- 
chieuous ro manners as in this his moſt Lackfome, 
toule, and monſtrous pradtile. 
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with his incredible vices; behold, as if to 

purge the ſame, it ſodeinly; conceiued fire,and 
vohemently proſpered towards an vniuerſall blaze. 
ThatN t & o wasthe author of it ſeemes branded 


vpon him for a truth, though CorntLiivs 
Taci- 


T He citie of R o M E, filled, and polluted thus, 
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 Tacirys (whole hiſtoricall iuſtice is admired ) | 
reports it as a matter Vncerraine, beeaule his authors 
differ among themlelues, ſome athrming, ſome de. 
nyingi: ; and he himſelfe doth elſewhere profeſle, 
to del:uer nothing tor vndoubted veritie, without 
common concent of good bookes. A rule of narrati- 
on much moretender, ſeuere, and ſcrupulous, then 
that often times of his cenſures, His inward iudge- 
ment notwirhſtanging doth not obſcurely incline 
to the athrmation.l for my part will forbeare to de- 
riue vp this moſt depraued affetion of Ne k © fo 
high, as to his firſt times; though, among his pub- 
licke entertainements of the people, hee preſented 
one of the gowned playes oft ArRANIvs (or 
luch an one whole argument, and dramaticall per- 
loas were Romans) entituled The fire, giuing 
l2aue to the aors, when (according to theplot )the 
houſe vt the ſtage was on a flame, to ſhare the gor- 
geous furnitures among themlſelues as boorie. And 
nowlſoeuer perhaps hee did not as then refle& vp- 
on the burning of R o M4 E, yet might it aftervvards 
very well ſeeme a preſage thereof, or a modle. En- 
uie o mankinde, wantonnelle of vyill, and the ab- 
lurddeſnre of glorie, his moſt inward incentiucs to 
a fat ioftrange. He pronounced king PRIAMYS 
an happie man (faith X1y H1L1NE) becauſe hee | 
beheld the end of his kinsdome and countrey together. 
And when in ordinariediſcourle onechanced co vt- 
ter in his hearing, a tragicke Greeke verſe, impor- 
ting, when I am dead, let the fire take all, or , let the 
earth an1 fire be confounded together,hee preſently re- 
plide, not when I am dead ( quoth he) but while as 
yet } am aliuz, V oices,hard to ſay , out of which of 

the hels inſpired, And here, his deſire of conuerting 


Rome in'o embers, doth firſt of all feeme 
| ; to 
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to haue kindled. About which worke he neuerthe- 
lefle went not ſoclolely, that his guiltinetſe did nor 
glimmer through, He abode within his birth-place, 
ANTI1VM. Frointhence hee flily lers (lip into di- 
uerſe parts of R o M E, a few odde fellowes, coun- 
ecrfaiting, druncken (laith D 1 0) and would doe 
ſome other miſchiefe, who began the conſu- 
ming euill, Yea ſome of Nzro's own chamber(as it 
isinthe CzsaRs of credibleSveToN1vs ) were 
ſcene to carrye courle flaxe, or toa, and torches a- 
bour, the meanes of fiery miſchiefe, and ye: moſt 
of thole great, and conſularie lords, into whole 
grounds they came, neuer laid hand ypon them. 

Hee wanted a citie on fire, ouer which $0 ſing rhe 
burning of T & o y. Thus hee hadit, And there is 
abundantly enough, euen in the CorNELiaN 
Annals, to conuince NERo's conſcience of the 
deed, though their noble author (purſuing his rule 
of pucertainty) euen interprets thole very reaſons 
with a temper. Many threarned thicke ar fuch as 
would haue quencht the flames; others openly 
hurld firebrands, crying,they knew what they did, 
or, there was one who would beare them out. Bel1des, 
hee himſelfe did not fet forward from A N- 
TIVMtOR 0M &, till the fire had laid hold of thar 
part of his houle which j0ignd rhe palace and the 
gardens of M&CENAS. Finally,no art,nor boun- 
tie of his, could induce the commons to belicue in 
NeRo's innocencie.For,doe what he could, the ge- 
neral perſwaſion went,that he commanded Rows: 
to bee ſeton fire, Thele, and ſundry other the like 
things the COoRNELIAN Annals athrme. Alone 
ſufficient to proue NE ro the principall partie , 
though all other teſtimonies ( which neuercheleſle 


ſpeake plainly,and come hometothe queſtion)were 
euerlaſtingly ſilent. gl, 
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Of the bugeneſſe, and goodlineſſe of N t R 0's Rome. 


E 


ArbleR owt ({uchas Avavsrtvs left 
Mia [pecially boaſted of) was compre- 
hended within a wall of almoſt fourteene 

miles in circuit, enlarged afterwards to fiftie,vnder 
the Emperour Av RE LIAN, When ſtone was re- 
puted a part of the empires ſtrength, But, that ſpati- 
ous bodie, and tne ſuburban limbe thereof, might 
rogether rather ſceme an whole countrey ſupercdi- 
fied, tizen onely a citie, For the buildings ran out 
aboue thirtie miles one way, and from the milliarie 
pil/ac, fixt inthe crovwne of the R 0M a Nforum, as 
a center of mea{ure, a line of ſeauentie thouſand pa- 
les would not draw the pretorian campe and the 
furrhermoſt houſes in, PLIN1E therefore in his 
contemplations of the hugenefle of R 0M e, may 
worthily conclude (as he doth )that no citie vnder 
heauen could becompared thereunto, the height of 
the buildings conſidered with their mulcirude. 
ITAL E,(faith theſameP L1N 1) che foſter-cbilde 
of all other countreyes, and the ſame their mother alſo, 
ſelefted by powers diuine to make the heauens them{elues 
(bine brighter, to vnite diſperſed common-wealths, to 
ſoften their manners, to draw the differing and harſb- 
ſounding languages of (0 manynattons, to a familiar con- 
uerſation by he interchange of ſpeecb, to beſtow huma- 
nitie vpn human-kinde , and in a word, to make one 

common countrey for all the people of the world; 


and ſoueraigne ROME, 4a face moſt faire, and 
Wor. 


267 


— —— 


NERD CAESAR, 
worthie to be ſet on a necke ſo lonely. Her cvcrealtes of 
habita'ions ſo manifold, that the ſeaven and thirry 
gates thereof could not let in more; and R ow x, 
for want of roome,did ſhut out additions in 1ub- 
urbs, which anfwered in quantie to ſo many ſeue- 
rall cities. Forto Os T14(the port of R o M4 t,and 
mouth of T 1s t &)the banckes vere couered with 
buildings, rwelue miles outright one way. And all 
but needfull, conf1dering, that by the proportions 
of Liestvs, Rome hatboured not fewer then 
foure or hue millions of people, This moucd one of 
the anticntto write(as MARLIANYS veouchech 
him that he ſuppoſedall ITaitit would in time 
bee builded ouer, and the bounds of the citic ot 
R oO M E bethe ſhores of the ſea. Butthe wonder of 
the (car d:d not grow from the greatnetle onely,but 
trom the inuumerable ornaments of publicke, and 
priuate workes, erected for vſe, delight, and glory, 
diſperſed ouer all the fourteene wares , or regions 
thereof. Temples, Forums, Libraries, Therms, Aqua- 
aufts, Theaters, Amphitbeaters, Circt,Porticus, Arches, 
Columns, Statuas, Palaces, and the reſt , whole bare 
names {carceremaining, doe fill vp volurwns w uh 
their inuentaries. Ye: cheir young maiſter,N £ R 0, 
thought not ſucha R o ME, either gocd enough, 
or braue enough tor h:s abode, For hee was mani- 
feſtly diſpleated with the faſhion of tenements, as 
not competently magn ficent, nor lefſe with the 
narrownefle aud irregular angles of ſtreets, and 
lanes, ſuch as they role at aduenture aftcr the firſt 
burning of R ow E by the G aL ts, His ovwne im- 
periall court within the walls of R.o wt e, the moſt 
goodly part of the whole, did likewiſe {ceme roo 
meaneand narrow. No remedy therefore bur all 
muſt downe; which purpoſe of his, nor daring ro 

profelle, 
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profefſe, he meaarto  tathef it vpdn the caſualtie of 


fire, whereunto it was (o often ſubie&,though no- 
thing ſo miſchicuouſly as now. /For ſuch a courſe 
was held, as if there ſhould need no more burning; 
one burning to ſtand forall; and R 0 x to be her 
OVVNC NO More. 


9. IT. 


The fire, anaN & x 0's triumph ouer it. 


Hat the ficring of the citie throughly was 
1 | throughly ſtudied, may in part appeare by 

the very place it ſelfe of the miſchictes origi= 
nall; which was thickeſt builded , and vpon the 
lowelt ground. For in old times before, it had been 
ſo lurrcunded with the watne excurſions of T 1- 
B E R,that it con'erred the ſoile intoa rotten moore, 
good onely for {all»wes, and canes to grow vpon : 
ne.ther was there any ordinarie paſſage ouer it to 
mount AvENTINE, bur by ferrie. This whole 
large botrome, or vallie, encloſing the PALATINE 
hill vpon tvyo ſides, rowards the weſt, and fourth, 
and called the Velabrum, being wonne in time to 
be firme, was euerywhere now inhabited. Among 
all the magnificent workes which adorned ir, the 
principall Circus, or Race-yard was one, being about 
halfe -a mile in length, of an ouall forme, with 
rowes of ſeates one aboue the other, competently 
capable of all the people of R 0 4 e(as Ivv ENAL 
ouer-reacheth in his Saryres)but euen, as ſober men 
write, of atleaſt one hundred, and fiftie thouſand 


ſpeAa:ors, without vnciuill ſhouldrings. Of this 
E e Circus 
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Circus the whole quarter where it flood was deno- 
minated, and in that corner thereof which abu:red 
vponthePALATINE, andC#1L1AN hils, where 
the oile-men, and druggers dwelt, the firſt flames 
roſe, which ſailing with no ſlacke winde, ted vpon 
che buildings ſo faſt, as it they had beene ſenſible of 
CxsARs allowance The hery ſtreames breaking 
further forth in the acr, ranne ſpeedily through the 
(caffolds, and timbers of that moſt goodly worke, 
tull of the vnreſiſtable furie which they to.und out 
among thoſe fat and gummie trades. From this le- 
uell or plaine,the combuſtion mounts with eaſe,and 
ſcales the hils. N e k 0's ovyne houſe, called The 
tranftorie, (by reaſon of the pallage ouer the vallie 
from mount to mount, througha galleric railcd be- 
tweene, vpon arches, and pillars) was in the way 
of the hre;which he willingly ſuffered ro perilh,that 
his lofſes being mixt with the common, the loljes of 
private citizens might appeare the more tollerable, 
and his malice eſcape,the rather without marking. 
From thoſe h.lsthe flames ſtrike dovvne againe, vp- 
on the iateriour tops of houſes, and rage without 
controll, For leaſt common helpe ſhould preuaile 
againſt any ſingle inuaſion, the burning blaze was 
kindled in fundry precin&s, and ſtreets at once,ma- 
king the worke manifold. So while they laboured 
ro quench and ſtop deſtru&tion in one place, nevv 
cruptions of fire and flame tooke them off from 
thence, and did cucrywhere fruſtrate endeauors, 
Nor was there any ſurer {igne that Nt & o was 
come from A x T1 v then the open alliftance gi- 
uca towards the conſuming of R 0M e. Other et- 
te his preſence had not. Whereas gentle Cu a v- 
pIiVs Cxsar (when in his time a mightic fre 
threatned the citie ) iſſued out in perſon , brought 
forth 
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forth his treaſure, 4nd both with voice and be bountie 
encouragedall mentothe extintion, AvLys Vi- 
TELL1Y 5, afterwards emperour, a capitall inſtru- 
ment of N E R 0's 1n this burning : for his enemies 
betorethey murthered him, among all other what- 
ſocuer their reproaches and reuilings, added the ti- 
tle of incendiarie, which well became his intereſt in 
N E R O's fauour. Put, ouer and aboue all vnder- 
hand kindlers , and boutefeus, the night-watch 
of the cities, whole dutie moſt immediately it 
was, tv haue ſubdued the calamitie by quenching, 
or pulling downe of houſes, did openly cheriſh it. 
Nor they alone bur the pretorian guards allo. For 1 
cannot conceive how D1o ſhould meane any other 
then the pretorian,vwhere he ſpeakes of otherſoldiers 
belidcs the night-watch. A cerraine ſigne indeed that 
N Ee R © wascome. The citie ſeemed novv ( faith 
X1PHILINE) likeamightie winter-campe,when 
it is all-ouer 1] with fires, to warme the armie. 
But the deſcriptions which PiNDARv5S,& VeR- 
G1L makeof ZE TN a, are in compariſon but as of 
a great chimney on fre. For what was that one 
barren hillof S1c1L1a tothe moſt vwealthie lea- 
uen ofRoME? The fourteene wards or regions 
thereof, were not {implie as members ofa diuiſion, 
but as if the ſame number of great cities had beene 
ioyned to conſtiture one: which white they are 
no: all of them on fire at once, and yet all of them 
in open danger,the crackling ta:eof parts did repre- 
ſent to mens mindes the burning of the whole One 
of the leaſt mountaines was {carce tully couered 
with buildings by her founders ar firſt, but :hepo- 
werfull orovvih of abouceight handed yeares had 
not onely taken the other ſize hils in, and hidden 
chem wich edificatures, butthe loweſt parts had fo 
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ouertopt themalſo with magnificent ſpires,as rhey 
could not eaſily be diſtinguiſh, till thishre detor- 
med the imperiall face theof,and office afterwards 
freed the lamencable proſpe& from rubbiſh. The 
winde fitting ſoutherly, and ſouthweſterly, con- 
ſpired at this time with NERO, and conuerting 
temples,and tenements into the likenefle of glow- 
| ing furnaces, carried the lowd flame ouer from the 
PALATINE hill tomoumt A&sqQv1LiNE. The 
| fall of ſtones, timber, walls, roofes, and wholc pa- 
| laces, aflailed and embraced with the fre, not able 
| with their noiſe to burie thecryeand ſhrickes of wo- 
men and children, Nothing to bee {ecne but flaſhes 
burſting forth out of clowds of ſmoake, as it were 
out of ambuſcado's. One and the ſame raging hre 
becomming funerall and finall tothe liues, and for- 
tunes of innumerable thouſands. Stealth, force, and 
rapine the praiſe of the deſperate Nerox1ans. 
Which when it was generally perceiued, and that 
after many dayes, and nights oppoſition of the cuil, 
the worke was growne too hot, andtoogreat io bee 
maiſtered, fevy men remained any longer carctull 
for their particular cſtate in goods, but lamented 
the dolefull waſte, and downefall of their common 
countrey. Onely NE Ro was not diſmaid , nor 
rroubled, but highly pleaſed. For, delighted ( as hee | 
laid) with the goodlineſſe of the blage, he inſulted ouer 
the publicke woe. Atrired therefore in his theatrall 
habit, with his harpe in his hand, hee aſcends(ſaich 
SVETONIvs)tothetopoftMac Ex as Tower, 
vpon mount EsQVILIN E, whoſe ſtately fabricke 
(as Ho & a c e deſcribes it) was a neare neighbour to 
the loftie clowds , or, to ſpeake in the language of 
conuerſation,ouerlookt the moſt part of R 0 E. 
BolsSARDy s writes; that it is atthis day called 
Fronton 


NERO CAESAR. 
Fronton di Nerone, a goodly frontiſpice. Therehe 
feedes himfelfe with the ſight of infinite burnings, 
and {ings to his harpe che deſiruttion of T Ro y, or 
racher of R ow & (as it wasplainely thereto bee 
ſcene, ſaith D100) and notot T & o y. Somethinke 
it was notany thing of HomersSorVERGILS 
which heſung, but a poem of his ovvne, becauſe 
SERVIvs HONORATYVS, and, before his time, 
Ivxnivs IVvVENALT Ss are witnefles, that N e- 
R © dealtin vere vpon that argument. Fornothing 
vnder heauen could bee more agreeable to his dif- 
poſition, then that heſhould not only ſerall Rowe 
on fire, but euen the whole world it ſelfe, forgiuing 
the life of *expreilion to his conceits, if his po- 
wer ouer the one had beene equally much as ouer 
the other. [tis not one citie,but all mankinde which 
is in danger,vvhenaN e k o (wayes. That humane 
nature (howlſocuer corrupted, or depraued ) ſhould 
pollibly haue in ic ſuch a thing as hee, is fearetullto 
con{ider, Therefore it cannot be lefle then milera- 
ble, for any one to bee ablolutely left ro him- 
ſclfe, bur chiefly tor young princes, In this ex- 
ample neuvertheletle, it doth comfortably well ap- 
pear, what excellent ſeruice, religion, andall wiſe 
lawes pcrforme to man, by whole reſtrainas the 
generation of humane monſters is hindred, or their 
malice qualified, The moral of the fable of O r- 
P HE V $,and of his brute auditorie reacheth to that 
obſeruation. Euery one hath a tyrant in himſelfe: 
and in moſt people the vnreaſonable part predomi- 
nates. The contemplation of this fire harh endan- 
gered meeto a flowd of diſcourſe. Ca & Þ AN feebly 
defends the innocencieofNe Ro in this fa&, by 
the huge charge he was ar, in the renouation and 
repaircof buildings, The raging euill contained it 
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ſelte withia che walls, which turned the cities ſeat 
outagains into fields, and countrey; r:ot ſo freth as 
at the firſt, Her antient rudenelſe Tuch better then 
vaſtitic in cinders. R 0M E, the common home of 
mankinde; the ſtorchoule of conqueſts and {po:les; 
the habitation ofthe gods of the world; the conflu- 
entofarts and natures choile ; the ſupreame court 
where the pleas of all the earth were held without 
appeale; the center of nations; the head and heart 
of empire; the ſeat of peace and warre; the mother 
and type of all ciuill maieſtie; in her ovwne dwel- 
ling, and by her owne ſonne, was frighted thus out 
of her ſacred abode, and f{corcht, and milcrably 
maimd. The ſecretnameot Rome, VA LE N- 
TIA, tothecuſtodie whereof, (as tis in S or 1- 
x vs)the ſilent goddelſe, Angerona, was deſtinated, 

ſcarce neededeuoration by enemies with (pells,and 
charmes, as being almoſt readie to reueale it ſelfe in 
this agonie, and {oro haue diflolued empire, Moſt 
remarkeable of all; that this fire began vpon the 
ſame day, vpon whichthe GaLL1t SENONES, 
many ages before, liad ſackt, and heredit . C o &- 
NELIVS Tacirtvs allignes the time to hauc 
beene as vpon the nineteenth day of our Julte, or the 
foureteenth Kalends of Auguſt, or lo to (ay, Seprem- 
ber . A manifeſt errour in chronologie ( ſaith 1 0- 
SEPH SCALIGER) for it vas the ſixteenth of 
thoſe Kalends, or the one and twentieth day of July. 
Somewhat more for vs to admiregthat there ſhould 
be a concurrence of like infelicities vpon like Gaies, 
So Flavivs IlosEPrHvs notes, that HiERv- 
SALEM was taken by T1Tys vpon the very lelfe 
ſame day, in which antiently it was captivated by 
the king ofBaB1LoN, The flop of this Raming 


delolation was procured afrer ſixe dayes continuall 
waſte 
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NERO CASAR. 
walte, no: by quenching, bur by caſting to the 
earth a great number of houſes, ouer whoſe breach 
the lames could not ttrice to the abrupt. The place 
vpon which thole demoliſht buildings ſtood, was 
afterwards conlecratcd ; as the confefled nieanes 
tor pre{ecuation of the re{1due. That moſt memo- 
rable in{cription 1s partly alle in Lie s1vs, and 
SCALIGER, andwhollyin Iaxnvs GrvrTe- 
RVsS,outot MAZOCHIVS, I he ſame is now in 
ENGLISH allo fully here. 
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Tis FlLooket, WHICH Is CLosED 

WitHin THis BovnpeROrLiT: 

TLEHits, OBELISKEs, AnD THE 
ALTAR SOMEWHAT BENEATH, [s Det- 
DICATED,.IN ACCOMPLISHMENT Ox 
AVow,WHicuBEING VNDERTAKEN 
ByYOccaslon Or Fire, When the citie 
burnt for nine cayes inNNER05s times, Was For 
ALonG WHILENEGLECTED,ANnD NoT 
PERFORMED, AnDIs DEpicaTEDVPy- 
onInisPrRoviso, TI HA TN oManPRrE- 
SVME To Bvitlor An Hovse WiTtHiN 
TreEesE Limits, OR REMAINES, BAR- 
GAINE,OrRPLanTA TREE, Or Sow Axy 
THrinG, AnD THaTt THe Prator, To WHost 


 LotTTHEGOVERNEMENT Or This Re- 
| GIONSHaltLHaPPEeN, Anp EveRy O- 


 TjueRMaAacis5TRATEMayKNow, T Hey 
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ArEEveRYYERE TOSACRIFICE VÞP- 
on The FEasT Or Vulcan, BeixnG Tre 
TexnTaH KALENDS OFSEPTEMBER, WiT H 
Acalte, AN dA tame boare, 
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